










March 26, 2021 

Michael D. Nedd, Deputy Director, Operations 
Bureau of Land Management  
760 Horizon Drive, Suite 102 
Grand Junction, CO 81506  
 

Dear Mr. Nedd:  

The undersigned hunting and conservation organizations are writing to urge the Bureau of Land 

Management (BLM) to fund and initiate a programmatic Environmental Impact Statement 

(PEIS) for the use of the active ingredient indaziflam in the 17 western states for the 

management of invasive annual grasses on BLM managed lands. 

As you are aware, the conservation of sagebrush steppe habitat on BLM administered lands in 

the West is critical to the long-term viability of the greater sage-grouse and many other species 

of plants and animals in the western United States.  One of the primary threats facing this 

ecosystem is the conversion of native sagebrush plant communities to invasive annual grass 

dominant landscapes.  Invasive grasses like cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum) and medusahead 

(Taeniatherum caput-medusae) have plagued this ecosystem throughout the West for decades. 

In addition to converting native bunchgrass and forb communities into monocultures of 

unsuitable and unpalatable annual grass, these invasive plants have dramatically altered the 

fire cycle of the sagebrush ecosystem and have increased the extent, frequency and intensity of 

fires.   

This cycle of invasion and altered fire regimes must be broken if we are to ever conserve the 

sagebrush ecosystem and reverse habitat loss and species population declines. We desperately 

need a strategic approach to mitigating the impacts of invasive grasses that includes policies 

and management tools that reach across jurisdictional boundaries.   

The BLM plays a critical role in managing over 60 million acres of sagebrush steppe in the West. 

Invasive annual grasses are a landscape-scale issue with significant impacts on natural 

ecosystems and large management costs. To adequately address this problem, new tools which 

have been properly vetted by university and government agencies must be quickly 

incorporated into existing management practices. Unfortunately, not all effective tools are 

currently being utilized by the BLM to address invasive plants. 

Indaziflam, as an active ingredient, can add significantly to the BLM’s management toolbox for 

selective, long-term suppression of invasive annual grasses. This chemical has been thoroughly 

vetted through the Environmental Protection Agency and academic research that has 



demonstrated indaziflam can provide extended control of invasive annual grasses. A recent 

field study found 83–100% control in the third year after treatments compared to a significant 

reduction in efficacy by the third year with herbicide treatments currently approved for use on 

BLM lands (10–32%; see Sebastian et al. 2016 at: 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1550742415001517). 

The U.S. Forest Service already has approved and incorporated indaziflam into their 

management programs.  We need the BLM to do the same.  We urge the BLM to take 

immediate steps to fund and start the PEIS for indaziflam for inclusion in management 

programs incorporating BLM administered lands. Thank you for considering our request. 

 

Respectfully, 

Backcountry Hunters and Anglers 
Mule Deer Foundation 
North American Grouse Partnership 
Pheasants Forever 
Quail Forever 
Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership 
Wildlife Management Institute 
 
 
cc:  Dr. Richard Lee 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1550742415001517
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