
National Invasive Species Awareness Week

Thursday, March 3rd, 2022
12:00 pm - 1:30 pm central
Pacific Green Crab Management

Webinar Summary:
The green crab is a highly adaptable invasive species that preys on juvenile clams before they reach
harvestable age, outcompetes native crab species such as Dungeness crab, and wreaks havoc on
marine and estuary ecosystems near shore. This invader is native to Europe and northern Africa.
Recently, Governor Jay Inslee of Washington issued an emergency order that will enable the state's
department of fish and wildlife and partners to tackle an infestation of European green crabs after an
exponential increase in the invasive species. This webinar will provide an overview of green crab and
its history in the US. Speakers will share their perspectives and current management activities from the
State of Washington, the Lummi Nation, and the State of Alaska. A panel discussion and moderated
Q&A session will take place with additional experts following the presentations.

Agenda:

12:00 pm - Welcome by Elizabeth Brown, Director of Government Relations and Professional
Development for the North American Invasive Species Management Association (NAISMA)

12:05 pm - European Green Crab Overview and History by Dr. Emily Grason, Washington Sea Grant

12:25 pm - Current Jurisdictional Snapshots
● Washington – Emily Grayson, Allen Pleus, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
● Lummi Nation – Bobbie Buzzell, Lummi Nation Natural Resources Department
● Alaska – Danielle Verna, Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council

1:10 pm - Panel Discussion and Moderated Q&A
● Presenters - Allen Pleus, Bobbie Buzzell, and Danielle Verna
● Linda Shaw, NOAA Fisheries, Alaska Region
● Sylvia Yamada, Oregon State University
● Edwin Grosholz, University of California, Davis

1:28 pm - Conclusion - Elizabeth Brown, NAISMA

1:30 pm - Adjournment

http://www.nisaw.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ExOXqmYRScy9HdAjuaFiPA
http://www.naisma.org


Presenter Bios:

Dr. Emily Grason

Dr. Emily Grason, Marine Ecologist, is the Program Lead for Crab Team at Washington Sea Grant, a
comprehensive program focused on early detection, monitoring and control of the European green
crab. Emily brings a background in invasion biology to Crab Team efforts which include overseeing a
statewide citizen science network of 65 monitoring sites, facilitating green crab research, and
increasing the technical capacity of resource managers through training and scientific advising. Emily
holds a master’s degree in Biology from Western Washington University and a  Ph.D. in Biology from
the University of Washington.

Allen Pleus

Allen Pleus is the Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) and Ballast Water Unit Manager for the Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife and has been in this position since 2006. He is responsible for the
statewide planning and operations of marine and freshwater animal AIS management. He has
extensive experience working in collaborative stakeholder processes, is a contributing author on
several peer reviewed articles, and has written and provided instruction on numerous scientific
protocol and standards manuals. Mr. Pleus received a Master’s of Environmental Studies degree from
The Evergreen State College in 1995.

Bobbie Buzzell

Bobbie Buzzell (she/her) is the European green crab (EGC) biologist for Lummi Natural Resources
(LNR) and a recent M.S. graduate from Western Washington University. For five years, Bobbie worked
as a fisheries observer in Alaska documenting groundfish catch and effort on commercial fishing
vessels. In 2019 she worked for the Makah Tribe trapping EGC, and was introduced to the threat EGC
pose on nearshore habitats and native species. Her master’s thesis focused on river otter diet of EGC
in the lower Wa’atch and Tsoo-yess rivers in Neah Bay. Hired by LNR in July 2021, she spent her first
few months documenting the rapid EGC population increase in the Lummi Sea Pond and led extensive
trapping efforts with multiple agencies to contain the growing EGC population.

Danielle Verna

Danielle Verna is the Environmental Monitoring Project Manager for the Prince William Sound Regional
Citizens’ Advisory Council. In this role, she coordinates a variety of scientific projects that promote
ecosystem health in the area impacted by the Exxon Valdez oil spill, including invasive species
monitoring. Danielle received her PhD from Portland State University in 2021 and is passionate about
applying science to management and policy needs. Over the past ten years, her research has focused
on the movement of aquatic invasive species via ships, such as exploring the influence of commercial
trade patterns on ballast water delivery in port systems throughout the United States. Danielle is an
active member of the Alaska Invasive Species Partnership and is currently serving as Vice Chair on the
Board of Directors.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwsg.uw.edu%2Fcrabteam&data=04%7C01%7Cjustin.bush%40rco.wa.gov%7C6bd5fb77df5247ade8c208d9e0fc5c42%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637788197377081445%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=nDKTDyOFH23mA4ydC8OzRePJjnAlAtlZFDqaeVbEETU%3D&reserved=0

