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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MESSAGE
As we reflect on the achievements and challenges of the past year, it is with
great pleasure that I welcome you to the 2023 NAISMA Annual Report. In
the spirit of collaboration and commitment to our shared mission, this report
serves as a testament to the remarkable strides we have taken in advancing
invasive species management across North America.

From the launch of educational programs to the implementation of on-the-
ground management strategies, each accomplishment represents a step
forward in realizing the vision of NAISMA to ensure that all people have
access to the support needed to effectively address the harms of invasive
species in North America. Together, we have faced the complexities of
invasive species issues head-on, fostering innovation, embracing science-
based solutions, and building partnerships that strengthen our collective
impact. 

On behalf of our team, I extend my deepest gratitude to all NAISMA
members, volunteers, partners, and supporters who have contributed to our
shared success. Your passion, expertise, and unwavering commitment
continue to drive our organization forward. Thank you for your dedication to
the North American Invasive Species Management Association. I am
honored to serve alongside each of you in our collective pursuit of a more
resilient and biodiverse North America.

Warm regards,
Christie Trifone Millhouse
NAISMA Executive Director 2



2023 BOARD PRESIDENT MESSAGE
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As I reflect on my tenure as the President of the NAISMA board 2021-2023,
I am filled with pride and gratitude for the collective achievements of our
dynamic community. These past two years have been marked by resilience,
transformation, and a renewed commitment to our shared mission.
Witnessing the dedication of our members, partners, and stakeholders has
been truly inspiring. Together, we do the important work of protecting native
species and their habitats and building a conservation ethic in our
communities.

The Annual Conference, held in collaboration with the Nebraska Invasive
Species Council, stands out as a highlight, fostering collaboration and the
exchange of emerging technologies and innovation. As does our 2022
Florida conference, weathering all kinds of storms and emerging even
tighter and stronger than ever! As I step back, I am confident that NAISMA's
spirit will continue to thrive, and I extend my heartfelt thanks to all who have
contributed to our shared success.

With sincere appreciation,
Kate Wilson, 
Missoula, MT



COMPANY PROFILE
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Mission: To empower invasive species management in North America.

Core Values: NAISMA’s core values are principles and standards of behavior that represent our
organization’s highest priorities, beliefs, and fundamental driving forces. 

We embrace innovation and leadership as a vibrant and growing organization. 
We foster and maintain diverse partnerships across North America, where all voices are
empowered and respected. 
We act in a responsive and results-driven manner, dedicated to delivering exceptional outcomes.
We exemplify organizational excellence with integrity and accountability, and fiscal responsibility.
We dedicate ourselves to consistency, upholding standards of quality, reliability, and
professionalism. 
We promote a culture of inclusivity in all geographies, representing and responding to needs
across North America. 
We embody adaptability in the face of change empowering members and our team to thrive in
dynamic environments. 
We commit to comprehensive engagement as an advocate, leader, and partner in the
international invasive species community.

Core Pillars: NAISMA’s organizational pillars are the foundational tenets on
which our organizational brand is built. These pillars encompass the essence of
what NAISMA stands for, why it is unique, and how it is communicated to the
world. We use these pillars to frame our programmatic work.

1. The Connection: 
Learning, Collaborating, and Connecting with the larger
invasive species community i.e. InvasivesU, Webinars,
Annual Meeting, and Summits

2. The Voice:
Having a collective voice on a national platform that
advocates for relevance and support i.e. NISAW and
Legislative Committee

3. The Tools:
Equipped with the tools needed to manage and
educate the public about invasive species i.e.
PlayCleanGo and the NAISMA shop



MEET OUR 2023 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Kate Wilson
President

Thomas Boos
Vice President

Nicole Kimmel
Secretary

Andrea Moe
Treasurer

Todd Boller

Karen Laitala

Heidi Kennedy Mark Heilman, PhD

Liz Lodman

Sarah Rang Deah Lieurance, PhD

Vasiliy Lakoba, PhD

6

John Petty

Jennifer Dean, PhD

Amy Morey, PhD



MEET OUR TEAM

Christie Trifone
Millhouse

Executive
Director

Elizabeth Brown
Government

Relations
Director

John Stabinger
Digital Project

and User Support
Director

Teagan Wilmot

Education and
Prevention

Manager

Jodi Hougan

Program
Assistant

Kimberly
Davidson

Marketing and
Membership

7



THE VOICE

8

National Invasive Species Awareness Week (NISAW)

National Invasive Species Awareness
Week is an international event to raise
awareness about invasive species, the
threat that they pose, and what can be
done to prevent their spread. NAISMA
hosted a successful NISAW in 2023
that was supported by local, state,
tribal, regional, federal, and national
organizations. Check out some of our
highlights from 2023:

NISAW.COM OVERVIEW

Website users serve as a valuable metric for measuring
success due to their ability to reflect the effectiveness and
engagement of an online platform. The number of users
provides insights into the reach and popularity of the website,
indicating its relevance to the target audience.
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ISAC
The Federal Invasive Species Advisory Committee (ISAC) was established in the 1999
Executive Order 13112 and then reaffirmed in the 2016 Executive Order 13751. ISAC is
chartered under the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA) and functions to provide
consultation, feedback, information, and expert advice to the National Invasive Species Council
(NISC). ISAC was deactivated in 2019 and reauthorized in 2021. In the reauthorization,
NAISMA was provided with an ex-officio position. 

In 2023, ISAC completed three white papers on climate change and invasive species,
underserved communities, and national priorities for invasive species. In 2024, ISAC is
positioned to provide input into the National Early Detection and Rapid Response (EDRR)
Framework and to develop a white paper on island biosecurity.

NAISMA, the voice of the invasive species professional community, advocates for the following
priorities in the 118th Congress:

Support for the Recovering America's Wildlife Act, Stop the Spread of Invasive Mussels
Act, Stamp Out Invasive Species Act, Invasive Species Prevention and Forest
Management Act, and the Lacey Act Amendments. 
Increased capacity needed for invasive species prevention, management, and research
within the federal budget appropriations.
Funding appropriations for invasive species management as authorized in the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act: Public Law 117-58.
Prioritizing the coordinated development and implementation of invasive species
management programs and funding authorized in the National Invasive Species Act, Farm
Bill, and the Water Resources Development Act.
Informing the inclusion of invasive species in climate change policy, legislation, research,
and management.

POLICY
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EDDMapS Summit 2023
EDDMapS Summit 2023 was held on April 20, 2023, and was
hosted by NAISMA.  This summit was organized by the
University of Georgia – Center for Invasive Species and
Ecosystem Health and sponsored by the Montana Department
of Agriculture, Invasive Species Centre, Utah Department of
Agriculture and Food, Utah Weed Supervisors Association,
Colorado Department of Agriculture, Minnesota Invasive
Species Advisory Council, Washington Invasive Species
Council, and University of Georgia – Center for Invasive Species
and Ecosystem Health.

EDDMapS (Early Detection and Distribution Mapping System) is
a web-based mapping system for documenting invasive species
and pest distribution. It is fast, easy to use, and doesn’t require
Geographic Information Systems experience. The
comprehensive one-day training and update was open to
everyone from beginners to experienced users. The Summit had
presentations that covered EDDMapS’ smartphone apps,
websites, tools, and projects.

Annual Conference
The NAISMA Annual Conference, co-hosted with the
Nebraska Invasive Species Council, held from October
16th - 19th, 2023, in Lincoln, Nebraska, was a resounding
success. The conference brought together a diverse
community of professionals, researchers, and enthusiasts
dedicated to addressing the challenges posed by invasive
species. Attendees engaged in insightful discussions,
exchanged knowledge on effective management strategies,
and fostered valuable connections. The event featured
keynote speakers, interactive workshops, and field tours,
offering a comprehensive platform to explore the latest
developments in invasive species management. With a
shared commitment to preserving our ecosystems, the
conference proved instrumental in advancing our collective
understanding and collaborative efforts in the ongoing fight
against invasive species.

2023 Annual
Conference Photo

Winner
Taaja Tucker-Silva



THE CONNECTION
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EDUCATION

NAISMA started offering monthly webinars in 2019 which are free to
watch live and recordings are available in the members-only area of
NAISMA.org. NAISMA aims to be the central hub for collecting,
discussing, and sharing success stories, failures, observations, and
resources related to invasive species management in North America. 

Over 2,000 people attended NAISMA’s monthly webinar series via live
broadcast in 2023 which highlighted different invasive species taxa,
management success stories, prevention tools, and policy topics.
NAISMA also expanded its reach beyond invasive species academics
and professionals to the art and conservation community by hosting a
webinar with artist, Jane Kramer, on using invasive plants as a medium
for conservation artwork. 

MONTHLY WEBINARS

TOP 5 WEBINAR TOPICS IN 2023MOST UNIQUE WEBINAR



InvasivesU is NAISMA’s exclusive online learning library intended to provide
professionals, students, and interested individuals with the knowledge and tools
necessary to prevent and manage invasive species in North America. InvasivesU
began in 2022. Over 850 people registered for InvasivesU online learning short
courses and certificate courses in 2023. NAISMA launched its newest short course,
Biocontrol 101, which is free thanks to funding from the USDA Forest Service, in
October and it was completed by 164 people in 2023.

INVASIVESU

9
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“Careful, detailed presentation of a complex
subject by some of the world's most qualified
individuals to speak on the issue.” - Clay Cutting,
Invasive Species Technician, Prince Edward
Island Invasive Species Council

“It took the mystery out of biocontrol and the
explanations have helped me better understand
exactly how this works.” -
Irene Sheldon, Invasive Species Surveyor, New
York New Jersey Trail Conference

BIOCONTROL 101 SHORT COURSE

THE FOUNDATIONS OF INVASIVE SPECIES MANAGEMENT COURSE

This was a wonderful course that arms a person with the
necessary knowledge and education regarding what they’re most
passionate about - invasive species, how they can be prevented,
public outreach, and what they can do/contacts for management
assistance and help.” – Steven Gniadek, Board of Directors and
Stewardship Committee at Metacomet Land Trust



WEBSITE ENGAGEMENT

Engagement
Website engagement serves as a key metric for NAISMA to measure success as it gauges the
level of interaction and interest users have with a site's content. High engagement indicates
that visitors are finding the invasive species content provided to be compelling, relevant, and
user-friendly, contributing to increased brand loyalty and potential conversions. 

14



SOCIAL REACH

Facebook was the constant for NAISMA and PlayCleanGo promotion in 2023.  Moving
forward, programs will be promoted across Instagram, X, and LinkedIn in addition to
Facebook.  This will allow for additional reach and brand recognition.

19% INCREASE
IN NAISMA FACEBOOK

ENGAGEMENT

MORE THAN 21K
PLAY.CLEAN.GO FACEBOOK

FOLLOWERS

15

MORE THAN 5.5K
NISAW FACEBOOK LIKES

Highest Performing NAISMA Post
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Highest Performing PlayCleanGo Post

Highest Performing NISAW Post



THE TOOLS

PlayCleanGo®: Stop Invasive Species In Your Tracks® was able to share its message
with 1.1 million people online and over 2,000 people at in-person events. Our team
distributed over 2,000 handheld boot brushes and over 100 boot brush stations to be
installed at trailheads in 41 states. PlayCleanGo®: Stop Invasive Species In Your
Tracks® increased boot brush station coverage in North America by 50% in 2023
compared to 2022 thanks to grant funding from USDA APHIS via the Plant Protection
Act and the U.S. Department of the Interior via the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. Now,
more people can see the PlayCleanGo®: Stop Invasive Species In Your Tracks® tools
and messaging on the ground. Ultimately, these stations are helping recreationists
prevent the spread of invasive species while visiting their favorite places!

17

PlayCleanGo®: Stop Invasive Species In Your Tracks®



PlayCleanGo®: Stop Invasive Species In Your Tracks® Awareness Week
NAISMA hosted its 3rd annual PlayCleanGo®: Stop Invasive Species In Your Tracks®
Awareness Week from June 3-10, 2023, with support from TNC’s Don’t Move Firewood
campaign, USDA APHIS’ Hungry Pests campaign, the USFWS’ Stop Aquatic
Hitchhikers campaign and other partners. Awareness Week is dedicated to highlighting
the importance of stopping the spread of invasive species by educating outdoor
enthusiasts on quick and easy ways to responsibly enjoy the outdoors without spreading
invasive species. This campaign engaged members of our recreationist community
through videos, social media channels, and local media outlets. 2023 was a very
successful year thanks to our partners, with over 1.1 million people reached across the
continent through social and traditional media. 

18



PlayCleanGo Stories from the Field
Genelle Winter is the Climate and Energy Grant Coordinator for the Metlakatla Indian
Community in Metlakatla, Alaska. This year her organization was awarded a PlayCleanGo
boot brush station thanks to funding from the USDA APHIS grant. NAISMA worked with
Genelle to customize the design of her interpretive panel with their logo. Genelle has
installed the station on the Cedars Trail and is excited to be able to provide these important
tools for invasive species prevention and education in the Metlakatla Indian Community on
the Annette Islands Reserve.

“Metlakatla Indian Community is immensely grateful to NAISMA
and USDA APHIS for awarding our community with this grant-
funded boot brush station. It is an effective tool to protect the
incredibly valuable natural resources of our island and trails. The
Cedars Trail is a 7.5-mile connected trail system that is being
proactively protected, as users can now clean their shoes and
safeguard these natural spaces from the threat of invasive
species.” - Genelle Winter

Pam Schwend is the Assistant Weed Coordinator for the Carbon County Weed District in
Joliet, Montana. This year, she helped to share the PlayCleanGo message and the
importance of preventing invasive species with students aged 9-12. At the end of 10
weeks, they put on a reader’s theater about an invasive plant that wants to take over the
forest, “The Invasion of the Plant Pirates!” This was such a creative way to share this key
message and really emphasizes the importance of providing invasive species prevention
education to younger audiences, so it becomes a way of life!

"In our ongoing commitment to environmental
education, we have found the PlayCleanGo message
to be an invaluable tool for instilling the significance
of invasive species prevention among K-12 students.
This year's success with the reader's theater
production, 'The Invasion of the Plant Pirates!'
reinforces the effectiveness of engaging storytelling
in conveying critical messages. We are delighted
with the positive reception from students and are
optimistic that they will carry the PlayCleanGo
message with them as they venture into the
outdoors." - Pam Schwend
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PlayCleanGo Stories from the Field Continued
Mary Underhill is the Conesus Lake Watershed Manager/Planner for the Livingston County
Planning Department in Geneseo, New York. Mary reached out earlier this year to see if
NAISMA would be interested in providing PlayCleanGo handheld boot brushes to attendees
of a student presentation on the effectiveness of boot brush stations. NAISMA was quick to
support this student research with handheld boot brushes and to promote our shared
message of PlayCleanGo.

20

"Sharing the PlayCleanGo message with our community
demonstrates Livingston County's commitment to environmental
stewardship. We were inspired by the Livonia High School students’
research presentation and their enthusiasm for protecting our natural
spaces from invasive species. It is heartening to see the rising
generation take a proactive interest in invasive species prevention
and in protecting our natural environment. The Livingston County
EMC looks forward to sharing the PlayCleanGo message and tools
at many more events at the Watershed Education Center in the
future.” – Mary Underhill (Conesus Lake Watershed
Manager/Planner, Livingston County)

"I am always appreciative of the Conesus Lake
Association, Livingston County EMC, and now
NAISMA for providing opportunities for my students
to share their research and interests. I believe it is an
important step in developing their communication
skills." – Brian Sheldon (Earth and Environmental
Science Teacher, Livonia High School)

In November 2023, three Livonia High School students, led by their teacher, Brian Sheldon,
gave a wonderful presentation sharing their research findings with the Livingston County
Environmental Management Council (EMC) and guests. The program was hosted at the
Watershed Education Center in the Town of Livonia and supported by the Conesus Lake
Association. Students Eva Millen, Nick Stetter, and Gi Gi Matasovsky gave a clear message
that boot brush stations, when done right, can be effective in reducing the spread of
invasives. The crowd was impressed by their professionalism and thoroughness and were
supportive of the research done by past, current, and future Livonia High School students
on this important topic. Matt Gallo from Finger Lakes Partnership for Regional Invasive
Species Management (PRISM) ended the program with a detailed overview of high-threat
species and strategies to stop the spread. Participants left armed with their PlayCleanGo
boot brush to take action!



CERTIFIED WEED FREE PRODUCTS

New Species added to minimum standards:
Ventenata dubia
In late 2023, NAISMA added a new species to the
minimum standard prohibited weed list! The
Montana Department of Agriculture submitted a
petition to add Ventenata dubia to the prohibited
weed list last year due to the significant risk it
poses to North America. This species is capable of
quickly displacing native plant species, degrading
agricultural land, increasing soil erosion,
decreasing wildlife habitats, and lessening
recreation opportunities. 

Ventenata dubia is an invasive grass that can also be found
along roadsides which allows for it to easily spread along
transportation corridors. But, Ventenata dubia doesn’t stop
there; its long awns, easily picked up by clothing, equipment,
and fur, allow it to be carried by humans and animals. Sadly,
there are few known methods for controlling this species,
especially in range and pasture settings.

New WFP Standard: Compost
Welcome to the program, compost! In late 2023, NAISMA added a new compost program to its
Certified Weed-Free Products Program. North American Invasive Species Management
Association (NAISMA) announces a new addition to its Certified Weed Free Products Program:
weed-free compost. Over the past two years, the certified weed-free products committee has
worked tirelessly to develop certified weed-free compost standards. Compost, along with
gravel, forage, and mulch, are pathways for invasive weeds to spread, and we know that
implementing NAISMA-certified weed-free product standards across jurisdictions will prevent
further losses to invasive species. 

21



Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Prevention Grant from the US Fish and Wildlife Service

In 2022, NAISMA was awarded a three-year grant through the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service Bipartisan Infrastructure Law funds in collaboration with DOI Bureaus to prevent the
introduction and spread of invasive species through NAISMA’s strategic international prevention
programs. These funds have allowed NAISMA to lay a strong foundation for the Certified Weed
Free Products program and helped to support PlayCleanGo objectives. Communications and
collaboration were prioritized given the broad scope of work, desire for diverse stakeholder input,
and expected positive impact of deliverables. 

One of the premier goals of this grant is to partner with the National Sea Grant Law Center
(NSGLC) to develop the model legal framework for noxious weed programs focused on pathway
prevention through certified weed-free forage, gravel, and mulch. NSGLC and the University of
Arkansas completed the first phase of the legal analysis - a national inventory of weed laws and
regulations. 

Other primary goals for this grant include drafting the scope of work and the contract
requirements for a Market Research Study for forage, gravel, compost, soil, and mulch
industries to support Certified Weed Free Products (WFP) Programs. All market research is
slated to be completed by mid-summer 2024.

With grant funding,102 PlayCleanGo surface-mounted boot brush stations with customized
interpretive signage will be distributed to DOI Bureau properties across the nation with a focus
on high visitation sites and ecologically sensitive areas. 

Hosted 4th Annual Weed Biocontrol Summit
This year we chose to highlight “Using Weed
Biocontrol to Reduce Wildfire Risk and Mitigate
Wildfire Impacts”. We had over 850+ registrants
and 450+ participants from 30+ states, Canada,
Switzerland, New Zealand and more! This
summit is also posted on our NAISMA’s
YouTube Channel. We enjoyed sharing the
knowledge, successes, and new and upcoming
programs of our organization.

22
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NAISMA SHOP

New Logistics Company

Our online shop, dedicated to supporting NAISMA's mission of managing invasive species in
North America, has achieved remarkable success since its inception. Below are some of the key
highlights for 2023: 

Ventenata dubia Collection Launch: Our
latest initiative, the Ventenata dubia
Collection, has been introduced to offer
products that create awareness around this
invasive grass.

Hand Held Boot Brushes: With over 1,700
units sold, our newly introduced Hand Held
Boot Brushes have been a hit, helping people
to get rid of mud and debris that could contain
invasive species by cleaning their shoes, gear
and tires. 

Buckthorn Blaster® Sales: Our flagship
product, the Buckthorn Blaster®, has reached
a significant milestone with over 20,000
blasters sold in 2023, illustrating the
widespread demand for effective invasive
species management tools.

New Fulfillment Center: In a move to enhance our operations, we transitioned to a new
warehouse which will help to streamline our fulfillment process.
 
Order Processing: In 2023, the shop processed more than 2,300 orders, a testament to our
growing customer base and the trust in our mission and products.
 
Website Redesign: We have revamped the shop website with a fresh design update, improving
user experience and making it easier for our members to find and purchase the tools they need.



2023 MEMBERSHIP
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Kristopher Abell
Chris Acy
Gary Adams
Dave Adams
Debra Adamsons
Tayo Adegeye
Tolulope Agunbiade
Chris Aimone
Susi Algrim
Jason Allen
Talulla Allen
Jill Allen
Chris Allgyer
Joseph Anderson
Lars Anderson
David Anderson
Asia Anderson
Liz Anderson
Joseph Anderson
Jennifer Andreas
Gabriel Andrle
Abed Anouti
Mark Apfelbacher
The Pine Hollow Arboretum
Ryan Armbrust
Phil Armstrong
Jaycie Arndt
Andy Asch
Patrick Atagi
ReForest ATL
Michael Auciello
Kenny Baccus
Sharon Bachman
Whitney Baer
Laura Baird
Eric Bakker
Pamela Ball
Steve Banks
Phil Banks

Michael Barbour
Perry Barboza
Peregrine Barboza
Chuck Bargeron
Brittany Barker
Mac Barnett,
Yolanda Barrios
Cheryl Bartz
Mike Bates
Shelby Bauer
Lucy Bauer
Matt Baur
Lisa Bean
Brandon Beard
John Bebout
Tyler Bebout
Drew Becker
Roger Becker
Lesley Beckworth
Lauren Bell
Todd Bemis
Cassidy Bender
Stephanie Benesh
Freya Berntson
James Berry
Diane Bessler-Hackett
Ingrid Bey
Walker Billings
Susan Bird
Max Birkel
Cesar Blanco
Jon Bloemendale
Keith Bluecloud
Arden Blumenthal
Dan Bluntzer
Rick Boatner
Janice Boden
Kim Bogenschutz
Aaron Boggs

Carol Bokros
Bob Bolen
Mike Boller
Todd Boller
Herb Bolton
Lindsey Bona-Eggeman
Kallie Bontrager
Thomas Boos
Tina Booton
Mark Borchers
Chris Borkent
Brandon Born
Brent Boscarino
Rod Boss
James Bourassa
Janice Bovankovich
David Bradley
Wesley Braker
Melissa Brandt
Jeremy Brandt
Jonathan Bransfield
Annette Bravo
Laura Brennan
Anne Brennan
Tristan Brenner
Franny Brewer
Gregory Bridger
Robert Bromley
Janine Brooke
Domini Brown
Tim Brown
Lonie Brown
Lorena Brown
Dean Browning
Richard Brueckner
George Bruning
Jake Buisman
Chris Burdette
Tim Burgeson

A sincere thank you to all our valuable 2023 NAISMA Members



Stas Burgiel
Jordan Burke
Cris Burks
Rachel Burnap
Jay Burns
Roxanne Burrus
Blake Cahill
Donald Callihan
Casey Calvert
Scott Cameron
Pat Campbell
John M Campbell
Valeria Cancino
Matthew Candeias
Lindsay Caplan
James L. Carlson
Lucas Casias
Colin Cassin
Barney Caton
Jean Chadwick
Jasmine Chaffee
Michael Chamberland
Monika Chandler
Betty Charnon
Angie Chavez
Qiting Chen
John Chicoine
Charles Chimera
Bryce Christiaens
Janice Chumley
Stacey Clark
Karen Clause
Jolie Coates
Jacob Coe
Eva Colberg
Bruse Colle
Robert Collins
Colby Colonel
Robert Compton

Timothy Conlan
Anna Connerton
Cristina Connolly
Pam Converse
Robert Conway
Emily Cook
Tracy Cook
Sarah Cook-Maylen
Kelly Cooley
Brian Cornett
Paul Cornett
David Cottle
Scott Couture
Megan Cowan
Michelle Cox
Bob Cox
David Coyle
Michael Craig
Marty Craig
Priscilla Crawford
Cyndi Crayton
Stephanie Criswell
Mason Crouthamel
Michael Crumrine
Kevin Culley
Calvert Curley
Andy Currah
Gregory Dahl
Tim Dahl
Brenda Dahlfors
Mark Daluge
Heather Darley
Molly Darr
Aaron David
Jennifer Dean
Mitch Dean
Rosalie Debenham
Doug Deck
Joan Deely

Peter Dejongh
Abby DeKoekkoek
Kurt Demel
Sandy DeSimone
Fendi Despres
Jake Dick
Sara Jo Dickens
Andrew Dickhart
Steve Dicks
Greta Dige
Emily-Bell Dinan
Meta Dittmer
Darla Dolph
Rebecca Donaldson
Alicia Doran
Elena Dosamantes
Beckett Douglas
Cameron Douglass
Jacob Doyle
F. Allen Dray Jr.
Maryann Dugan
Marlyse Duguid
Meg Duhr
Emily Dunlap
Cheryl Dunn
Kari Dupler
Mitch Dzingle
Michaela E Johnson
Jane Earnshaw
Heather Eble
Doug Eckhardt
Erika Edmiston
Tim Eisenbarth
Nick Elledge
Kent Ellis
Doug Ellis
Mik Elton
Stacy Endriss
Peder Engelstad
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Scott Erthum
Brian Eshenaur
Chris Evans
Megan Evans
Jim Evans
Catherine Farmer
Steven Feuerstein
Anthony Figueroa
Bob Finley
Lincoln Fish
Sage Fitch
David Flaherty
robbie flowers
Rod Foggin
Jeremiah Foley
Joanne Foreman
Michelle Foss
Bruce Foster
Aaron Foster
Nancy Fox-Fernandez
michelle frank
Peter Frank
Slade Franklin
Steph Frederick
Mark Frey
Mike Friesen
Tom Fronk
Karro Frost
Robert Frye
Hallie Fuchs
Kim Fulton
Angela Funk
Mark Furry
Matt Gallo
Scott Gardner
John Garinger
Bailey Garretson
Nancy Gaskill
Jenny Gavilanez-Slone

Thomas Geary
Barkley Gentry
Ralph George
Larry Gibbens
Patricia Gilbert
Eleanor Gladding
Kimberly Glover
Kelsea Goettl
Ana Isabel Gonzalez
Scott Goodwin
Ryan Goolic
Shelley Gorham
Lisa Gould
Devon Graham
Jason Granberg
Bill Grantges
Deborah Grantham
Andrew Graves
Clare Greenberg
Kathy Griffee
Ian Grinter
Perry Grissom
Monica Groh
Donald Grosman
Anna Grossman
Jimmy Groton
Randy Group
Tim Grubbs
Katie Grzesiak
Scott Gubbels
Angela Gupta
Steve Gustufson
Gary Haas
Rachel Hackett
Thomas Hafen
Stephan hale
Abbigail Haley
Paula Jean Hallberg
Sharon Hamer

Bobby Hamilton
David Hammond
Eric Hannel
Linda Haque
Jason Hardy
Megann Harlow
Nathan Harms
Ross Haroldson
Jessica Hartshorn
Dean Hartwig
Russ Hartzell
Dale Harvey
Alan Harvey
Molly Hassett
Barbara Hauge
Tom Haynes
Allison Haynes
Kevin Heffernan
Rebecca Hegner
Shelby Heiderman
Shelby Heiderman
April Heier
Mark Heilman
Paul Heimowitz
Marty Hein
Danny Heina
Thomas Hender
Kelly Hendrix
Kathryn Henley
Emilie Henry
Greg Hensel
Tonya Hensley
Todd Herndon
Timothy Hersh
Dean Herzfeld
Jeremy Heyner
Leela Hickman
Phyllis Higman
Laurel Hill 26
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Jennifer Hillmer
Hariet Hinz
Stacy Hishinuma
Richard Hitt
Greg Hitzroth
Terri Hogan
Jim Hoge
Chaylum Hogue
Alan Hollinger
Sun Hee Hong
David Hoopes
Matt Horton
Justin Hossfeld
Mike Hough
Joshua Housman
Shaun Howard
Katherine Howard
Karen Howe
Kristin Hubbard
Adreon Hubbard
Gina Hugo
Kevin Hupp
Mitch Huxoll
Romany Iacono
Mark Inman
Iowa Crop Improvement
Association Iowa Crop
Improvement Association
Reese Irvine
Bill Jacobs
Albany Jacobson Eckert
Nathan Jagim
Dyana James
Laurel James
Michael Jenkins
Connie Jensen-Blyth
Hannah Jimenez
Sasha Joachims

Sue P. John
Grace Johnson
Joseph Johnson
Andy Johnson
Rachel Johnson
Adam Johnston
Robin and Seth Jones
Shayna Jones
Chris Jones
Carl Jorgensen
Timothy Joseph
Kevyn Juneau
Zachary Justus
Ann K
Tracy Kaisner
John Kaltenbach
Darrell Kaminski
Mikail Kane
Sylvan Kaufman
Leyla Kaufman
Sheila Kaus
Patrick Kelly
John Kelly
Michael Kennedy
Heidi Kennedy
Melville Kennedy
Dorothy Keyes
Nicole Kimmel
Kristin King
Justin King
Mary King
Jessica Kirby
Thomas Kirk
Brian Kirkendall
D. Chris Kitcheyan
Laura Kitchin Greenleaf
Larry Klahn
John Klavitter
Annie Klehfoth

Mike Klein
Micah Knox
Julie Kolb
Mary Beth Kolozsvary
Heather Koop
Brianna Kooreman
Julia Kraft
Terri Krysl
Marirose Kuhlman
Valarie Kurre
John Kyhl
Karen Laitala
Vasiliy Lakoba
Stephanie Lamb
Daniel Lambert
John Landau
John Landon
Claire Lane
Jen Larson
Rebecca Latta
Terry Laws
Dayna Laxton
Lori Leaf
Naomi LeBeau
Christine Lee
Ryan Lee
Tina Lee
Yongho Lee
Kailee Lefebvre
Shauna Lehmann
Dave Leonard
Jennifer Lerner
Chip Lewis
Casey Lewis
Trilby Libhart
Deah Lieurance
Jed Little
Jeff Littlefield
Sascha Lodge
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David Lodge
Liz Lodman
Nancy Loewenstein
Brynna Loomans
Vanessa Lopez
Megan Lowe
Scott Luchessa
Dave Luke
Jacob Luken
Tucker Lutter
Denny Mackley
Monica Macoubrie
Melissa Maggio
Tracy Mahnke
Brock Maier
Kayla Malone
Diane Mann-Klager
Hadley Manning
Ron Renoni Mark Janey
Craig Martin
Christy Martin
Alan Martinson
Tamara Maruska
Anna Mathis
Phil Matson
Chloe Mattilio
Cori Mattke
Jordan Matula
dave mausel
William Mayhew
Chris McCammon
Heidi McCann
Amanda McCarthy
Lance McCarty
Brent McClendon
Sheryl Mccloskey
Matthew McClure
Jessica McCormick
Lauren McCoy

Tara McGinn
Cody McIntosh
John McKee
Mary McKinney
Mark McKnight
Susan McLaughlin
Heidi McMaster
Angela McMellen Brannigan
Terry McNabb
Jarrod McVey
Rick Meader
Steve Melcher
Jeffrey Mengler
Margaret Merkow
Brent Meyer
Kirk Meyers
Guy Middleton
Joey Milan
Val Miller
Bill Miller
Nick Miller
Ely Millison
Carey Minteer
Anna Mische John
Kerstin Mitchell
Debbie Mitchell
Kelsey Mitchell
Kirtis Mizner
Andrea Moe
Jennifer Mohler
Maria Juliana Moncada
Chelsea Monks
Taylor Monney
William Montgomery
Zach Montreuil
Jamie Moore
Patrick Moran
Amy Morey
Ashley Morgan-Olvera

John Moriarty
Hilary Mosher
Bethany Muffley
Jack Muirhead
Matt Mumme
Stephanie Murphy
Mike Murphy
Casey Myers
Vanessa Neace
Eric Neal
Teresa Nees
Anthony Nelson
Joshua Nelson
Cory Neuharth
David Nichols
Gabby Nichols
Teresa Nicholson
Janet Nickerman
Andrea Nieves
David Nisbet
Rick Niwa
Mike Nondorf
Derek Norrick
Jim Norris
Erin Norton
Brian Nuss
Katharine O'Connell Valuch
Rick O'Connor
Grace O'Leary
Kathryn O'Shaughnessy
Kari Odell
Scott Ohnoutka
Patricia Olby
Nancy Olmstead
Robert Oppenheimer
Jason Ortega
Travis Osmond
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Brian Ostwald
Rick Otis
Dorian Owens
Rosie Page
Hadley Pape
Angela Parker
Kelsey Parker Parker
Tia Parks
Michael Parr
James Parsons
Bob Parsons
Connor Patterson
Casey Pattinson
Becky Paulsen
Bradley Peak
Justin Pearson
Tyler Pedersen
Brian Pedersen
Skye Pelliccia
Toni Pennington
Chelsey Penuel
Bill Perkins
Kevin Peroutek
Jimmy Petersen
Harold Peterson
Lindsay Peterson
John Petty
Alan Phillips
Stephen Phillips
Megan Pistolese-Shaw
Casey Pittrizzi
John Platt
Laura Poile
Chris Polatin
Andi Porreca
Ryan Portalatin
Mark Porter
Nancy Poss
Nakita Prasser

Andrew Priestley
Randy Prostak
Ethan Proud
Barry Quanz
Harry Quicke
Kelli Quinn
Michael Raczyla
Lara Rainbolt
Annaliese Ramthun
Kallie Rand
Carol Randall
Sarah Rang
Jacquie Rasmussen
Adair Raybon
Drew Rayner
Hale Redding
Emily Reed
Mitzi Reed
Mike Reed
Max Regis
Farren Reinbold
Wade Reiter
Richard Reitz
Sigrid Resh
Teal Rice
Kerry Richards
Julie Richburg
Joshua Ridout
Doug Riggins
Coleton Rives
Jon Roach
Phoebe Robb
Em Robertson
Cynthia Robinson
Alan Rockwood
Kathryn Roddy
Antonio Rodriguez
Rod Roeder
Geoffrey Roepstorff

Steffany Rogge
Linda Rohleder
Laura Rojas
Frank Rollefson
Warren Rosenthal
Daydre Roser
Matthew Rothrock
Michael Rouse
brenda rumfola
Tim Ryan
Vanessa Salazar
Nick Sanderson
Allison Sanger
Jessie Sanzo
Jessica Sarauer
Brandon Sauers
Tom Scales
Robert Schamberger
Bryan Schardt
Zack Schlanger
Jeff Schledewitz
Josh Schlicht
Elaine Schmerling
Amy Schmidt
Ryan Schmidt
Mike Schoenhofer
Michael Schrader
Daniel Schrag
Clair Schrock
Stephanie Schuck
Rob Schultz
Maura Schumacher
Travis Schweger
Pam Schwend
Erika Segerson-Mueller
Rebecca Senft
Carol Sexton
Laura Sexton
Joy Shafer
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Michael Shanks
Shursteen Sharpe
Irene Sheldon
Brent Shelman
Fallon Sherlock
Gary Shinners
Joe Shneider
Greg Shuck
Teresa Shute
Amy Sidener
Jennifer Sieracki
Robert Simminger
Tim Simmons
Lusetta Sims
Aren Skogstad
Amber Slaughterbeck
Joe Slichter
Lincoln Smith
Tom Smith
Melissa Smith
Hilary Smith
Jeffery Smith
Mikenna Smith
Scott Smyers
Amanda Snodgrass
Jay Snowdon
Angela Sokolowski
Willie Sommers
Genna Souffle
Dexter Sowell
Dustin Spanel
Deb Sparks
Jessica Spencer
Rhiannon Starks
Shayne Steffen
Heidi Steinbach
Raven Sterling
Alan Stevenson
Shanon Stockwell

Jeff Stone
Gary Stone
Sapphire Stowell
Bret Stubbs
Bijay Subedi
Nicole Sullivan
Chris Summers
Don Svitak
Joseph Swanson
Shawna Swanz
Kenneth Swearengen
Amy Symstad
Jessi Szopinski
Susan Tangora
Seth Tausan
Rachel Taylor
Johnny Taylor
CAKE Team
Nathan Teich
Andrew Teich
Daniel Tekiela
Kevin Thomas
Kathryn Thomas
Jim Thompson
Natalie Thomson
Julie Thorstenson
Kateri Tonyan
Michele L Tremblay
Corey Trumpp
Robert Tyler
Steve Tyrrel
Charles Umbanhowar
Tevis Underwood
Julie Urban
Margaret Valladao
Cynthia Van Druff
Steven Van Natta
Laura Van Riper
Tammy Van Tine

Lee Van Wychen
Mixie Vance
Jordy Veit
Robert Venette
Jason Vetter
Rick Vitatoe
Linda Vogt
Lauren Vorona
Aleksandra Voznitza
Jozo Vujeva
Josh Wagoner
Beryl Wait
Robin Walcher
Rebekah Wallace
Jolene Wallace
Eric Walston
Jeff Walters
Steve Wanderaas
Sarah Ward
Mark Ware
Marsha Watland
Courtney Weatherbee
Sarah Weaver
Allyson Webb
Jennifer Weisbrod
Richard Weisz
Amy Welch
Catharine Welch
Caroline Wendt
Dave Wenk
Jennifer West
Clarence Wetter
Todd Weverka
Philip Weyl
Greg Wheeler
Frank White
Darryl White
Alix Whitener
John Whittingham
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Radka Wildova
Kristopher Williams
Kristopher Williams
Jodi Wilmoth
Kate Wilson
John Wimer
Cliff Winters
Ryan Witt
Crystal Wixon
Kerry Wixted
Scott Wold
Frank Wong
Lindsey Woodward
Tom Woolf
David Wooten
Daniel Wordekemper
Curtis Wurth
James Wynes
Liz Yetter
Lindsay Yoder
Vernon Yoder
Rex Yohn
Stephanie York
Patty York
Zane Young
Craig Young
Jordan Young
James Yungeberg
Allison Zach
Paul Zajicek
Tony Zakrzewski
Jeff Zavatsky
Charles Zettek
Thane Zickefoose
Rowena Zimmermann
Elizabeth Zinecker
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Alaska Association of Conservation Districts
Alberta Invasive Species Council
Arlington County Dept of Parks and Rec
Berks County Conservation District
Bureau of Indian Affairs
CD3 General Benefit Corporation
Chaffee County
City of Arvada Parks Open Space
Colorado Weed Management Association
Costilla County Noxious Weed Department
County Weed Directors Association of Kansas
Eagle County Vegetation Management
Eastern Nevada Landscape Coalition
Elkhart Environmental Center
Fontenelle Forest
Fremont County Weed and Pest District
Friends of Mt Evans & Lost Creek Wildernesses
Georgia Audubon
Grand County Natural Resources
Grassland Bird Trust
Grow Wild
Huntsville Botanical Garden
Huron Pines
Invasive Species Centre
Invasive Species Working Group at Virginia Tech
Iowa Crop
Jeffco Invasive Species Management
Jefferson County Weed District
King County Noxious Weed Control Program
Lac Ste. Anne County
Land Stewardship, Inc.
Lincoln County Noxious Weed Control
Lumberjack RC&D
MACAI
Meade County
Michigan Department of Natural Resources
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Minnesota Invasive Terrestrial Plants and Pests Center
Missoula County Department of Ecology & Extension
Missouri Department of Conservation

32

2023 PARTNERS



33

2023 PARTNERS

Mohonk Preserve
Montana Department of Agriculture
Montana Dept. of Natural Resources & Conservation
Municipal District of Greenview
Municipal District of Ranchland
National Pesticide Safety Education Center
National Wooden Pallet & Container Association
Native American Fish and Wildlife Society
Nebraska Weed Control Association
Nevada Department Of Agriculture
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
Norcross Wildlife Foundation
North Dakota Department of Agriculture
Northeastern IPM Center
Numbers 4 Nonprofits
Odonata Sanctuary
Outdoor Services Inc.
Park County Weed and Pest
Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture
Philmont Scout Ranch
Pitkin County
Powder River County
Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
Red Deer County
Reflection Riding Arboretum & Nature Center
Rocky View County
Seeds Inc./ North Idaho Processing
Sherburne County Parks & Recreation
Shoshone County
Southeast Utah Group - National Park Service
St. Olaf College Natural Lands
State of Indiana Cooperative Invasives Management
Sublette County Weed & Pest
Teton County Weed & Pest District
Texas Invasive Species Institute
The Nature Conservancy - Center for Conservation Initiatives
The Nature Conservancy in Michigan
Tualatin Soil & Water Conservation District
Tucson Audubon Society
University of Georgia Center for Invasive Species & Ecosystem Health



2023 FINANCIAL SUMMARY
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A special thank you to our partners, Pacific States Marine Fisheries
Commission and Numbers 4 Nonprofits for their gifts in kind in 2023.

Upper Arkansas Cooperative Weed Management Area
USDA Forest Service
Vegetation Control Service, Inc.
Virginia Department of Forestry
Wild Rivers Invasive Species Coalition
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
Wyoming Weed and Pest Council

2023 PARTNERS



LOOKING AHEAD: INCOMING 2024 BOARD
PRESIDENT MESSAGE
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It is with immense enthusiasm and gratitude that I address you as the
current Board President of the North American Invasive Species
Management Association (NAISMA). As we reflect on another year of
impactful initiatives and collaborative endeavors, I am honored to lead this
dedicated community in our shared commitment to invasive species
management. The past year has been marked by extraordinary
achievements, fantastic efforts, and the unwavering spirit of our members.

With a deep sense of appreciation for the passion that defines our
organization, I am excited about the opportunities that lie ahead. Together,
as stewards of our ecosystems, we will continue to make a lasting impact
on the preservation of biodiversity. Thank you for your continued support,
and let us approach the upcoming year with renewed vigor and dedication.

Sincerely,
Thomas Boos 
Incoming Board President 
North American Invasive Species Management Association (NAISMA)



“The thing I am looking forward to
most at the 1st National Forum on
Biological Control is the opportunity
to interact and engage with the
biocontrol community! We
intentionally carved out time in the
agenda for networking - all of our
breaks are 30 minutes long to allow
for connecting with colleagues, and
our lunches are 1.5 hours.
Additionally, we will have two
mixers (Monday and Wednesday
evenings) to help foster relationship
building. I’m excited to see you all
there!”- Vanessa Lopez, Forest
Service Invasive Plants and
Biological Control National Program
Manager

LOOKING AHEAD

Forum on Biocontrol
In the second half of 2023, NAISMA
partnered with The USDA Forest
Service and the National Association of
State Foresters to plan the First
National Forum on Biological Control.
This event is scheduled from March 11
to 14, 2024 in Annapolis, MD, and aims
to address shared challenges and
explore opportunities in the realm of
weed and arthropod biocontrol. 
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2024 National Invasive Species Awareness Week
NISAW will hold the next annual awareness week from February 26th - March 3rd. NAISMA
hosts educational webinars on priority invasive species issues during the week and on the
3rd Wednesday of each month. Other organizations may host webinars also. The 2024
NISAW webinar series is listed below. 

Monday, February 26, 2024 – Annual USGS Invasive Species Research Forum
Tuesday, February 27-28, 2024 – The Invasive Species Language Workshop
Wednesday, February 28, 2024 – The Federal Interagency Committee on the
Management of Noxious and Exotic Weeds
Thursday, February 29, 2024 – Opportunities and Challenges for Preventing the Next
Plant Invasion
Friday, March 1, 2024 – Protecting North American Biodiversity from Invasive Species
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2024 Annual Conference
NAISMA’s next annual conference will be held on September 30 – October 3, 2024 in
Missoula, MT. The latest news and research will be shared by experts during plenary talks,
50+ breakout sessions, poster presentations, and special networking events.

New Membership Structure Coming Soon
Exciting changes are on the horizon! We're thrilled to announce that a new membership
structure will be rolled out later in 2024. This update is designed to enhance your member
experience, offering more flexibility, added benefits, and improved access to resources
tailored to your needs. 

Another exciting development is that NAISMA will be undergoing a rebrand in the coming
year thanks to the USFWS BIL Prevention Grant. As we strive to better align with the
evolving landscape of invasive species management, this revised structure and rebrand aims
to provide even greater value to our diverse and dedicated membership. 

Stay tuned for more details in the coming months, and thank you for being an integral part of
NAISMA's journey.

LOOKING AHEAD

https://naisma.org/events/
https://naisma.org/event/nisaw-webinar-annual-usgs-invasive-species-research-forum/
https://naisma.org/event/nisaw-webinar-the-invasive-species-language-workshop/2024-02-27/
https://naisma.org/event/nisaw-webinar-the-federal-interagency-committee-on-the-management-of-noxious-and-exotic-weeds/
https://naisma.org/event/nisaw-webinar-the-federal-interagency-committee-on-the-management-of-noxious-and-exotic-weeds/
https://naisma.org/event/nisaw-webinar-opportunities-and-challenges-for-preventing-the-next-plant-invasion/
https://naisma.org/event/nisaw-webinar-opportunities-and-challenges-for-preventing-the-next-plant-invasion/
https://naisma.org/event/nisaw-webinar-protecting-north-american-biodiversity-from-invasive-species/


This 2023 Annual Report serves as a testament to the unwavering dedication and
collective efforts of the NAISMA community. Throughout the year, we've witnessed
remarkable achievements, impactful collaborations, and strides in invasive species
management. As we reflect on the challenges overcome and the successes achieved, it
is evident that our shared commitment to preserving ecosystems and combating
invasive species continues to drive positive change. With gratitude for the passion and
expertise each member brings to our community, we look ahead to the coming year with
optimism and a renewed sense of purpose. Together, we stand strong in our mission,
united by a common goal to protect and sustain the biodiversity of our cherished
landscapes. Thank you for your ongoing support and dedication to the NAISMA cause.

Contact NAISMA:

Christie Trifone Millhouse
director@naisma.org

6516 Monona Drive #203
Monona, WI 53716
414-775-8220

FOR MORE INFORMATION
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